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Analyzing English Tests for Practical Suggestions
from the Point of Reliability and Validity
Ayaka KUME (Nara University of Education)

In English education in Japan, students are requd take a number of tests to measure their letye and
language ability. Thus creating effective tests ttam measure student’s English ability accuratelyssential.
However, it seems that there are a number of telsiish may not be based on the theory of languagtnte
and do not measure students’ ability accuratelynipmdiecause of issue of low validity and reliailitn this
paper, | analyzed proficiency tests (e.g., entrasgaminations) and achievement tests (e.g., rdgular
scheduled tests in private junior high school). Tésults showed that many of the tests had lovalviity
because of illegible English sentences, ambigunsistictions and dependent questions and that there a
number of tests with low validity because they diok directly measure students’ English ability. the

presentation, | will show some of the results analyses from the paper.
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Considering Effective Use of English Songs and Activities in Elementary Schools
Erika YAMAGUCHI (Nara University of Education)

Singing activities and other related activities édeen used for elementary school students to Ergtish
in English classes, called Foreign Language Asgticiasses in Japan (hereafter FLAC).Such actividies
commonly used, and there are many advantages. Howéey are not always well implemented in FLAR. |
this presentation, | would like to discuss how mapiove singing activities and other related ad#sitfor
elementary school students, taking a close looénat lesson plan used in an elementary school ianldp
mainly focuses on a relationship between a singictivity and a main activity of the teaching plarthen
revised the lesson plan and used it in an elemeatdmool. | would like to discuss implication fartéire FLAC

using singing activities based the revised teachlag and the data from the class | taught.
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The Acquisition of Wh-Questions by Japanese Learners of English
Shuhei OGAWA (Graduate School, Shizuoka University)

By selecting sixteen different types wh-questions in English, the author attempted toifglavhich
structures were difficult or easy for Japanesenkear of English (JLEsS) to understand properly. Apot
purpose was to examine the relationship betweeliffieulty order obtained from the study and thember
of times these structures appeared in junior higfoal textbooks. The author assumed tiwatquestion
structures which appeared frequently in the textsowere easier for JLEs to acquire than those which
appeared infrequently. The research results inglitlaat there is no significant relation betweerfialifty
orders ofwh-questions and the number of times they appeahénBnglish textbooks. Moreover, the result
show that subjeath-questions (both who and what) are more difficatt JLEs than any othevh-question. In
particular, the subject what-question is the maSicdit. The author finally claims that the ressiltan be

"learning indicators" for JLEs.
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